
IT’S A GREAT FIT
Fort Worth connects locally and globally



A Letter from the Chair

As Chairwoman of the Board of Directors, I am proud to say that 2012 was a good 
year for Fort Worth Sister Cities. We experienced many celebrations, as well as 
some challenges, and we remain one of the largest and most active programs in 
the U.S. - connecting businesses, educational institutions, government, and 
cultural organizations with their counterparts in Fort Worth’s eight sister cities.  

The high point of our year was the recognition received as the country’s Best 
Program, an award received for the eighth time, more than any other city 
in the United States.  We also had the pleasure of commemorating the 25th 
anniversaries of our partnerships with Nagaoka, Japan and Trier, Germany, as well 
as traveling to Guiyang, China to sign our eighth official agreement. 
 

2012 also saw many international exchanges including firefighters from Bandung, Indonesia; an organist from Trier, Germany; and 
engineering students from Toluca, Mexico.  The newly elected mayor of Budapest visited Fort Worth and we participated in the 
grand opening of a health and social center in Mbabane, Swaziland built by funds received through Sister Cities International and 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Our crowning jewel continues to be youth programs designed to prepare students for a successful global future.  We sent 85 
students to our sister cities in 2012 and welcomed nearly 200 here for various programs bringing a little bit of the world to Fort Worth.

As we move forward and connect Fort Worth even more, we thank our 2011/12 board chair Brad Mahon and all our dedicated 
volunteers, generous sponsors and talented staff who made all of this possible.  You are making Fort Worth a truly 
international city.

Sincerely,

Ann Rice
Chairwoman of the Board

A Letter from the Mayor

Dear friends,

Congratulations to Sister Cities on another successful year. Your work keeps 
us focused on what it takes to be a truly international city.

Everyone knows that all business starts with relationships, and there’s no one 
better than creating and nurturing relationships than Sister Cities. Fort Worth currently has eight sister cities, and I am proud 
of these relationships and committed to working together to broaden our horizons.

As we move into 2013, I see many possibilities for new connections for Fort Worth. There is a world of opportunities and we 
will explore them. I look forward to growing our Sister Cities relationships in creating a bigger international family. 

Congratulations on another great year and we look forward to your continued success. 

Sincerely,

Betsy Price
Mayor

Our mission is to advance peace through lasting  
relationships and international understanding.

The world is ready.  The time is now.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Fort Worth Sister Cities 

International is to advance peace through lasting 
relationships and international understanding.

We believe in an international environment of 
peace and cooperation that welcomes all races and 

creeds and promotes the acceptance of diversity.

We believe in an educational environment that 
prepares students for the future and motivates 
students to learn and study different cultures.

We believe in a student-centered program that 
encourages the development of leadership skills 

and motivates students to pursue their own 
personal goals.



PROGRAMS
	 29	 Inbound Exchanges
	 13	 Outbound Exchanges
	 405	 Inbound and Outbound Delegates
	 189	 Local Programs
 
YOUTH EXCHANGES
	 130	 Students Participated - Inbound
	 79	 Students Participated - Outbound
		  46%	 White
		  08%	 African American
		  22%	 Hispanic
		  24%	 Asian

TOTAL SCHOLARSHIPS - $88,871

ECONOMIC IMPACT - $2,645,000
	

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS				 
For the  fiscal year ended September 30, 2012
	
		        2012	
Statement of Financial Position				 
	 Total Assets	 $	 816,695		
	 Total Liabilities		  259,612	
	 Total Net Assets		  557,083	
	 Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 $	 816,695 		
  	
Statement of Financial Activities				 
Revenue and other support:				   	
	 City of Fort Worth	 $	 100,000		
	 Membership Dues		  49,250 	
	 Programs & Exchanges		  670,489 	  
	 Contributions		  92,990 	
	 Fundraising		  404,079 	  
	 Investment Income		  28,726 	  
	 Total Revenue and other support		  1,345,534 	
	
Expenses:				 
	 Programs & Exchanges	 $	1,082,122 	  
	 Fundraising		  150,536 	  
	 General & Administrative		  36,438 	  
	 Total Expenses		  1,269,096 		
	
	 Change in Unrestricted Net Assets	 $	 76,438		  
	 Change in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets		  4,299 	  
	 Change in Net Assets		  80,737		
	
Net Assets at Beginning of Year		  476,346 	
Net Assets at End of Year	 $	 557,083 	

The financial information presented here represents a portion of the financial statements of the Association.  
Audited financial statements are available upon request and online at www.fwsistercities.org.

Executive Committee:
Honorary Chair, Mayor Betsy Price
Chairwoman, Ann Rice, United Way
Chair-Elect, Michael Bennett, Bennett Benner Pettit
Secretary, Denise Whitfield, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Treasurer, Cee Yager, Worthington National Bank
Past Chair/Nominating, Brad Mahon, Murphy Mahon Keffler & Farrier   
Development Chair, Jeff King, Northern Trust
Government Relations, Michael Hyatt, UBS Financial Services
Long Range Planning, Julie Johncox, JPSolutions
Marketing Chair, Kara Peterson, Alcon Laboratories
Program & Exchanges Chair, Eva Bonilla
At-Large, Travis DeVault, BNSF Railway
At-Large, James Meintjes, JP Morgan Chase
At-Large, Mary Jo Polidore, DFW International Airport
Bandung Chair, Brent Clifford, The Warehouse
Budapest Chair, Mary Alyce Zimmerman
Guiyang Chair, Albon Head, Jackson Walker, LLP
Mbabane Chair, Dr. Staussa Ervin, Tarrant County College
Nagaoka Chair, Tom Brents
Reggio Emilia Chair, Veronica Chavez Law, Decker, Jones, 
	 McMackin, McClane, Hall & Bates, P.C.
Toluca Chair, Doug Harman, Harman Consulting
Trier Chair, Becky Renfro Borbolla, Renfro Foods, Inc.

Board of Directors:
Kelli Bartlett, Southwest Airlines
L.O. Brightbill III, Southwest Bank  
Carlo Capua, Z’s Café and Catering
Richard Casarez, ONCOR
Gary Cumbie, Cumbie Consulting
Lynne Eller, Williams Trew Sotheby’s International Realty
Maggie Estes, The Cliburn Foundation
Dr. Thomas Fairchild, UNT Health Science Center
Bill Fitzgerald, Attorney at Law
Tre Garrett, Jubille Theatre
Dr. Paul Geisel
Nan Dearen Gluntz
Kathleen Harris, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
Greg Irwin, BBVA Compass Bank
Larry Lauer, Texas Christian University
Marianne Leal, State Farm Insurance
Steven Li, Fort Worth Orchestra
Randy McGuffee, UNT Health Science Center
Dr. Bonnie Melhart, Texas Christian University
Shayne Moses, Moses, Palmer& Howell, L.L.P.
Mark Nurdin, Bank of Texas
Deborah Peoples
Dr. Michael Roemer, Trinity Valley School
Jane Schlansker, InterStar Public Relations
Michael Sorum, Fort Worth ISD
Susan Turner, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company

2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

City Council Liaisons
Bandung:	 Jungus Jordan
Budapest:	 Joel Burns
Mbabane:	 Kelly Allen Gray
Nagaoka:	 Danny Scarth, Frank Moss
Reggio Emilia:	 Zim Zimmerman, Sal Espino
Toluca:		  Sal Espino
Trier:		  Frank Moss, Danny Scarth
Guiyang:	 Dennis Shingleton, Zim Zimmerman

Directors Emeriti:
The Honorable Bob Bolen
Hilde Horchler
Mike Hyatt, UBS Financial Services
Mary Palko, PALMEA
Tim Sear
Elaine Yamagata

Advisory Board:
Brian Barnard, Haynes and Boone, L.L.P.
Kenneth Barr, Barr Consulting
Barclay  Berdan, Texas Health Resources
Bill Boecker, Fine Line Diversified Development
Felice Girouard
Bob Jameson, Fort Worth Convention & Visitors Bureau
Richard D. Minker, MINKERTrahant & Associates 
Bob Mitchell, Mitchell & Moroneso
Phil Moroneso, Mitchell & Moroneso	
Jim Nichols, Freese & Nichols
Danny Perkins, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
Jay Sandelin, Sandelin Realty
Greg Upp 

Ex-Officio Members:
Andrea Ballard, Emerging Leaders Network 
David Berzina, Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce 
Nathan Bowser, FYI President
Commissioner Roy C. Brooks, Tarrant County
David Gu, U.S./China Chamber
Jason Lamers, City of Fort Worth
Oscar Macaraeg, Tarrant County Asian American Chamber
Twyla Masterson, Black Metro Chamber of Commerce
Glen Mears, FYI Advisor
Betsy Romero, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Andy Taft, Downtown Fort Worth, Inc.
Tracy Williams, Leadership Fort Worth

Staff:
Mae Ferguson, President/CEO
Joseph Ramirez, Vice President/COO
Irene Chase, Vice President
Beth Weibel, Senior Program Manager
Eva Rodriguez, Executive Assistant

Taking the U.S. abroad.  Bringing the world back home.



	 Bob & Cathy Estrada
	 Maggie Estes
	 Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
	 Norris D. Fletcher
	 Fort Worth Independent School District
	 David & Jean Frick
	 Raj R. Gandhi
	 Ricardo & Maria Garcia
	 Mr. & Mrs. William Gianulis
	 Robert R. Glicker
	 George & Sharon Gouffray
	 Christina Graves
	 Gary & Kerry Grant
	 Robert & Janice Grann
	 Julie & Tom Grissom
	 Jeffrey & Kim Halstead
	 Dan & Amy Hansen
	 Carrie Harrington
	 Edward Harwood
	 Kathleen Harris
	 Paul & Harriet Harral
	 Robert & Charlene Harrison
	 Ann & Viktor Heinz
	 Kyong Henry
	 Claudia & Dimas Hernandez
	 John & Jeanette Hernandez
	 Charles Hoffman
	 Doug & Jan Hooten
	 Justin Hoover
	 Tom & Terry Huffhines
	 Bill & Karen Hunn
	 Bob & Anne Jameson
	 Simone Jameson
	 John & Erica Janczak
	 Bill Johnson
	 Gary Johnson
	 Joanne Ruth Jones
	 Lionel & Ganelle Kelley
	 Dale & Sue Kesteloot
	 Melinda Kieke
	 Brad Kimura
	 J.R. Labbe
	 Billy Lamkin
	 Nancy Lamb
	 Larry & Sterling Lauer
	 Veronica Chavez Law
	 Marianne Koenig Leal
	 Steven Li
	 David & Kathy Looper
	 Frederic & Nancy Lopez
	 Claudine & David Marion
	 Nancy Marchant
	 Andrea McCormick
	 John William McCoy
	 Thomas & Jessica McCraw
	 RJ Miller
	 Richard D. Minker
	 Keira Moody
	 Charles Moran
	 Steve & Rebecca Montgomery
	 Makio Nishida
	 North Texas Leader & Executives
	 Monique Owens
	 Bob & Sally Parmelee
	 Tyler & Sally Patterson
	 Dr. & Mrs. Don Pentecost
	 Rich Pena
	 Deborah Whitlock Peoples
	 Pepper-L Specialties
	 Danny Perkins

	 Elaine Petrus
	 Kara Peterson
	 Patricia & Steven Pierret
	 Potbelly Sandwich Works
	 James & Amanda Powell
	 Keith & Ann Marie Reep
	 Billy & Angela Renfro
	 Renfro Foods Inc.
	 Sylvia Reyna
	 Greg & Jeanine Ricks
	 Sharolyn & Flip Richardson
	 Dr. & Mrs. Michael Roemer
	 J. Andrew Rogers
	 Ramon Romero
	 Kelli & Joel Rosales
	 Yvonne Rubenstein & Lee Rogers
	 Steve Russell
	 Alfred & Elia Saenz
	 Kim Satz
	 Marshall Searcy
	 Robert & Anne Semple
	 Dan Settle, Jr.
	 Councilmember & Mrs. Dennis Shingleton
	 Frederick Slabach
	 Kirston Stafford
	 Mr. & Mrs. A. Bruce Stacy
	 Matthew & Mary Claire Steward
	 Kevin Stotmeister
	 Robert & Cindy Sturns
	 Walter M. Stucker
	 Andy & Dawn Taft
	 Michael Tennyson
	 Bob & Karen Terrell
	 Gary Terry
	 Virginia & Joseph Tigue
	 Jan & Jim Titsworth
	 Tran Trong
	 Charles Turner
	 University of Texas at Arlington
	 Carlos Vasquez
	 Mark & Julia Wade
	 Mr. & Mrs. Don & Suzanne Watkins
	 Bob & Carolyn Whitt
	 Denise Whitfield
	 James & Deborah Whitton
	 Kay Young
	
Gift in Honor or Memory of -	

	 Estate of Sumiko T. Alwine in memory of Toy Komatsu
	 Mr. & Mrs. L.O. Brightbill in memory of William P. Cranz
	 Hon. & Mrs. Bill Carter in honor of Mae Ferguson
	 Owen M. Daniel in memory of Ralph Rubenkoenig
	 Ron & Juana-Rosa Daniel in honor of Hilde Horchler
	 Ron & Juana-Rosa Daniel in honor of Elaine Yamagata
	 Harli Dollinger in honor of Nicole Bergamini
	 Elaine Petrus in memory of Hanna Sechting
	 Rachael L. Stringer in honor of Beth Weibel
	
In-Kind Support	

	 Alcon Laboratories
	 Alliance, Texas – A Division of Hillwood
	 American Airlines
	 Arts Fifth Avenue
	 Barbara Berry & Legacy Studios
	 Lisa Gail Barnes & Barnes Professional Services
	 Bass Performance Hall
	 BNSF Railway Company
	 Broadway Baptist Church

	 Curry Printing
	 Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport
	 Freese & Nichols, Inc.
	 Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce
	 Fort Worth Convention & Visitors Bureau
	 Fort Worth Country Day
	 Fort Worth Independent School District
	 Fort Worth Museum of Science & History
	 Fort Worth Star-Telegram
	 David Gu and U.S./China Chamber 
	 Janee Harrell & MHE3
	 Intermodal Transportation Center
	 Jackson Walker L.L.P.
	 Leddy’s Ranch
	 W.P. McLean 6th Grade Center
	 Modern Art Museum
	 MONDO Drummers
	 Neiman Marcus
	 Mary Jo Polidore
	 PULSE  Design & Branding
	 Renaissance Worthington Hotel
	 Yvonne Rubenstein & Lee Rogers
	 Sewell Lexus
	 The T
	 Tarrant County College
	 Texas Christian University
	 Texas Wesleyan University Chamber Choir
	 Trinity Valley School
	 University Christian Church
	 University of Texas at Arlington Fort Worth Campus
	 UNT Health Science Center
	 Westmoor Manufacturing
	
	
Thank you to our members, sponsors, and supporters.

Thank you to PULSE Design and Branding and Curry 
Printing, Inc. for their support in the production of this 
report.
	
	 **We apologize for any errors and omissions**

Global Partner ($20,000 or more)	

	 The Alcon Foundation
	 City of Fort Worth
	 Michael & Rae Hyatt
	 Mary G. Palko/Palmea
	 The Leo Potishman Foundation, JPMorgan Chase 	
		  Bank , Trustee
	 Tim & Judith Sear/Sear Family Foundation
	 Elaine Yamagata
	
President ($10,000 - $19,999)	

	 American Airlines
	 The Amon G. Carter Foundation
	 Sundance Square and Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Bass
	 Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort Worth
	 XTO Energy
	
Platinum ($5,000 - $9,999)	

	 Bank of Texas
	 BNSF Railway Company
	 Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport
	 Estate of Sumiko Alwine
	 Fort Worth Convention & Visitors Bureau
	 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP
	 Lockheed Martin Aeronautics
	 Brad Mahon / Murphy Mahon Keffler Farrier, LLP
	 ONCOR
	 Patterson Equity Partners
	 Renaissance Worthington Hotel
	 Sister Cities International Leading Asia Program
	 The Walsh Foundation
	
Gold ($3,000 - $4,999)	

	 Michael Bennett / Bennett Benner Pettit
	 Cantey Hanger LLP
	 Coors Distributing Company
	 Falcon Steel Company
	 First Southwest Company
	 Greg & Becky Haskin / Haskin Energies, Inc.
	 Jackson Walker, L.L.P.
	 Kelly Hart & Hallman
	 Shayne & Lisa Moses / Moses, Palmer & Howell, L.L.P.
	 Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
	 Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church
	 Multatech
	 Pier 1 Imports
	 Pinnacle Bank
	 Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
	 Texas Christian University
	 Western Production Company
	 Winslow’s Café
	 Worthington National Bank
	
Silver ($1,500 - $2,999)	

	 AT&T
	 Advance Chemical Logistics, Ltd.
	 Dr. Bryan & Mrs. Kelli Bartlett
	 Marcela E. Berg & Michael Addison
	 Cash America International, Inc.
	 Felice & Marvin Girouard
	 Helmut & Hilde Horchler
	 Mary Potishman Lard Trust
	 Dr. Bonnie & Joe Melhart
	 Michael & Jennifer Patterson
	 Mitch Roper
	 UNT Health Science Center

Bronze ($1,000 - $1,499)	

	 Terri Anderson
	 Anonymous
	 Drs. Annita & Andre Bens
	 Barclay & Marsha Berdan
	 Eva & Bob Bonilla
	 Henry & Becky Renfro Borbolla
	 Mr. & Mrs. L. O. Brightbill III
	 Community Foundation of North Texas
	 Ron & Juana-Rosa Daniell
	 Nan Dearen & Thomas Gluntz
	 Travis & Catharine DeVault
	 Joseph Dickson
	 William Fitzgerald
	 David & Melissa Goodroe
	 Glen & Janet Hahn
	 Michael & Carol Loney
	 Bruce & Ruth McNeil
	 Ann Rice & Patrick Miller
	 Dr. Dean & Mrs. Jane Peyton
	 Rotary Club of Fort Worth
	 Tarleton State University, SWM
	
Bronze ($500 - $999)	

	 Azteca Enterprises
	 Joseph Berry Winslow’s Partner
	 The Honorable & Mrs. Bob Bolen
	 Walter & Constance Bosworth
	 Lowell & Kathryn Bryan
	 John & Nancy Burgoyne
	 Pat Cappelletti
	 Mac & Lu Jo Churchill
	 The Honorable William B. Churchill
	 Community Trust Bank
	 Dunaway Associates
	 Douglas & Lynne Eller
	 Estrada Hinojosa & Company, Inc.
	 Thomas J. Fairchild, PhD
	 Mae Ferguson
	 Freese and Nichols, Inc.
	 Paul Geisel, PhD
	 Mike & Phyllis Guyton
	 Cary & Melody Hancock
	 Doug & Judy Harman
	 Albon & Debbie Head
	 Marie “Doc” Holliday & Alvin Tolliver
	 Whitney & Jim Holcomb
	 Innovative Developers, Inc. 
	 Neil & Eva Isbell
	 Julie Johncox & Paul Siglinger
	 Roswitha & Justin Knoop
	 Dr. Michelle & Mr. Scott McAfee
	 Randy & America McGuffee
	 James Meintjes
	 Philip & Anne Moroneso
	 Mother Parkers Tea & Coffee
	 Jim & Billie Nichols
	 Mark & Robin Nurdin
	 Bob & Victoria Powell
	 Project Partners, Inc.
	 Clint Riley
	 Betsy Romero
	 Jane E. Schlansker
	 Don & Joan Scott
	 Kathleen & Hayne Shumate
	 Michael Neil Sorum
	 Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital 
		  Southwest Fort Worth
	 Susan Turner

	 J. Gregory Upp
	 Cee & Lisa Yager
	 Aaron Zalewski
	
Friends ($100 - $499)	

	 Neal W. Adam
	 Paul Anderson
	 Larry & Karen Anfin
	 Michael Arita
	 Sualice & Raymond Armstrong
	 Kyle Arnold
	 David Atnip
	 Dr. Ed Augustat
	 John & Debra Aughinbaugh
	 Mrs. Una L. Bailey
	 Christopher & Lynn Baker
	 Dan & Debra Barrett
	 Michael & Janet Barnard
	 Daniel L. Bates
	 Connie Beck & Frank Tilly
	 Peter & Carolyn Bennis
	 Dianne Bosier
	 Mr. & Mrs. James A. Bretthauer
	 Andy & Jackie Schoolmaster Brewer
	 Suzan & Boyd Greene
	 Tom & Sue Brents
	 James & Mackey Brittain
	 Joyce I. Brown
	 Bradley & Laurie Bruce
	 Ruth Ann Brucato
	 Charles Burton
	 Mel & Charlene Burdorf 
	 Greg & Julie Butner
	 Dr. Carolyn Spence & Richard Cagle
	 Ed Cannady
	 Carlo Capua/Janet Capua / Z’s Café
	 Hon. & Mrs. Bill Carter
	 Tim Carter
	 Daisy Castro
	 Richard Casarez
	 Irene Chase
	 Chesapeake Energy
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Clark
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tim Cline
	 Bill and Jan Collins
	 Jerry & Patti Colwell
	 Pam Conine
	 Asako Cosby
	 Don & Kathryn Cosby
	 Fernando Costa
	 Rebecca Coughlin
	 Kelly Cox
	 Elizabeth Crain
	 Leo & Dixie Craig
	 Jim & Tye Crites
	 George & Anne Cude
	 Gary & Jane Ellen Cumbie
	 Owen M. Daniel
	 Larry & Mary Darlage
	 Avis J. Davis
	 Kyle & Nancy Dedrick
	 Van & Cecelia Van Donselaar
	 Downtown Fort Worth, Inc.
	 Mark W. Drennan
	 Mary & Joseph Dulle
	 Jim Eagle
	 Robert & Tricia Earley
	 Chris & Alison Edwards
	 Bryan Eppstein
	 Brenda Espinoza

2012 FORT WORTH SISTER CITIES SUPPORTERS Connecting Globally.  Thriving Locally.



Fort Worth Sister Cities International
610 Grove Street
Fort Worth, TX  76102

phone:	 817.632.7100
fax:		 817.632.7110

www.fwsistercities.org
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2012 Annual Awards
Local Awards

•	 Bob Bolen Award for Outstanding Board Leadership – Paul Geisel
•	 Volunteer of the Year – Cody Cox
•	 Youth Volunteer of the Year – Zack Kurima
•	 Eisenhower Award for Organizational Involvement – Fort Worth ISD
•	 Yamagata Emerging Leaders Scholar – Megan Eckelbarger  

National Awards

•	 Best Overall Program (2011, 2009, 2007, 2003, 2001, 1998, 1992, 1990)
•	 Innovation in Arts & Culture (2010)
•	 Most Innovative Youth Program (2010, 2003, 2002)
•	 United Nations Positive Peace Award for Most Positive City - Top 5 Finalist (2010)
•	 Innovation in Humanitarian Assistance (2009, 2008, 2004)
•	 Chairman’s Award: Mae Ferguson (2008)
•	 Volunteer of the Year: Shinichi Hara, Nagaoka, Japan (2007)
•	 Sister Cities International President’s Award: Mary Palko (2006)
•	 Volunteer of the Year: Elaine Yamagata (2005)
•	 Sister Cities 50th Anniversary Award (2005)
•	 Innovation in Public Safety (2003)
•	 Volunteer of the Year – Mary Palko (1999)
•	 Special Achievement Awards in Education (1996)
•	 Reader’s Digest Award for Best Overall Youth Program (1991)
•	 Sales and Marketing Executive Award (1990)
•	 Neighborhood USA Award (1989)
•	 Reader’s Digest Award for Best New Program and Most Community Involvement (1988 and 1986)

A World Connected to Service


