
ANNUAL
REPORT
2021

CONNECTING GLOBALLY.

THRIVING LOCALLY.



OUR 
SISTER CITIES

BANDUNG, INDONESIA

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

GUIYANG, CHINA

MBABANE, ESWATINI

NAGAOKA, JAPAN

NÎMES, FRANCE

REGGIO EMILIA, ITALY

TOLUCA, MEXICO

TRIER, GERMANY



2021 
HIGHLIGHTS

Honored with national award for

Innovation in Arts & Culture from

Sister Cities International

Hosted local Young Artists &

Authors Showcase competition for

submission to worldwide

competition with a third-place

award for a Fort Worth student

Held month-long Virtual

International Leadership Academy

attended by 110 youth and adults

from seven countries 

Hosted round table of experts from

our four European sister cities on

the status of the pandemic in their

countries and how it has affected

their economies

Enjoy a brief look at 2021!

https://youtu.be/9e5Z5eU7sfs
https://www.fwsistercities.org/citizen-diplomacy-through-art/
https://youtu.be/h987YSd0hEk
https://www.fwsistercities.org/fort-worth-wins-sister-cities-internationals-innovation-in-arts-culture-award/


2021
IMPACT

7
IN-PERSON

ACTIVITIES &
EXCHANGES

865
ADULTS

INVOLVED

19
VIRTUAL

ACTIVITIES &
EXCHANGES

210
YOUTH

INVOLVED



WHO ARE OUR
STUDENTS?

FEMALE

77.8%

MALE

22.2%

24% Black

37% Latino/Hispanic

3% Multiracial

OUTCOMES

19% Asian

 75%  Increased awareness of global issues

85% Expanded knowledge of other cultures

80% Improved leadership skills

76% Felt more confident and independent
White17%

80% Felt more self-sufficient



FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

Total assets

Liabilities and Net Assets

Total liabilities

Net assets:

Net assets without donor restrictions

Designated

Undesignated

Total without donor restrictions

Total with donor restrictions

Total net assets

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

           $839,774







           222,582







           470,720

             95,135

           565,855

             51,537

           617,392

           $839,974

Exchanges and outreach

Fundraising

General and administrative

Total Revenue and other support

Expenses

Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets 

Net Assets at Beginning of Year

Net Assets at End of Year

The financial information presented here represents a portion of the financial statements of the Association.  The financial review by our auditors are available upon request and online at www.fwsistercities.org.

 $667,644




           407,750

             83,118

             41,248

           532,116




           135,528




           430,327




 $565,855




 $35,337




                    -  

                    -  

                    -  

                    -  




              35,337




              16,000




 $51,337




 $702,981




           407,750

             83,118

             41,248

           532,116




           170,865




           446,327

 

 $617,192




Statement of Financial Position Statement of Financial Activities

Without Donor Restrictions With Donor Restrictions Total

For the  fiscal year ended September 30, 2021



PLATINUM - $25,000

Visit Fort Worth*

PREMIER - $15,000+

Rae & Michael S. Hyatt*

GLOBAL - $10,000+

Frank Tilley & Connie Beck

Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport

Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP

Mary Palko

Texas Health Resources

PRESIDENTIAL - $5,000+

Bank of Texas

Bell

BNSF Railway Company

Ciera Bank

Cook Children's Healthcare System

Greg Jackson Law

Hillwood

Hilde & Helmut Horchler

K&L Gates, LLP

The Nancy & Alan Hamm Foundation, Inc.

Lynn & Paun Peters

Ronda & Walter Stucker

Tarrant Regional Water District

Nyja & Richard Roby

Katie & Hayne Shumate

Jan & Jim Titsworth

Libby Watson

Shay & John Wells

Terri & Gary West

Whitley Penn LLP

Mary & Harvey Yamagata

DIPLOMAT - $500+

Krista A. Forsgren & Robert B. Ahdieh

Kippen de Alba Chu

Chelsea & Ben Alexander

Andréanne & Alan Annis

Jane & John Avila

BB&T now Truist Bank

Rosa Maria Berdeja

Margery Kline Blake

Zarina Blankenbaker, PhD

Eva & Bob Bonilla

Amy & Jason Brown

Kathryn & Lowell E. Bryan

Rachael Capua, EdD & Carlo Capua

Mattie Peterson Compton, Esq.

Kathryn & Don Cosby

Joanna & Michael Crain

Michaela Cromar

Barb & Tom Dolny

MaryAnn Means-Dufrene & Matt Dufrene

Sara & Robert Fitzgerald

Shreta & Vishal Gandhi

Veronica Garza

Amber & Wesley Gentle

Pamela & Stephen Gilchrist

Nan & Tom Gluntz

Cristina Ruiz-Goodwin & Will Goodwin, DDS

Shanna & JD Granger

Victoria & Blair Hancock

Judy & Doug Harman

Sheryl Harris, EdD

Sharron Hines

Col. Jonathan W. House

Melissa & Jamey Ice

Eva & Neil Isbell

Elizabeth & Michael Jacobsson

Anne & Bob Jameson

Julie Johncox

B. Jones

KEE Concrete & Construction, Inc.

Irene Koscal

Sterling & Larry Lauer

Veronica Chavez Law & Tom Law, Jr.

Courtney & Damian Lewis

Los Vaqueros Restaurants

Lovelace Law, P.C.

Rebecca & Roger Mandel

Kim & Bryan McCuistion

Susan & Victor Medina

Bonnie Melhart

Cynthia Ann Miller

Lauren-Ashton & John Moncrief

Elizabeth & Greg Monroe

Rebecca & Steve Montgomery

Elizabeth & Will Northern

Jen & Ryan O'Connell

Skylar & Stephen O'Neal

Gale & Michael Parker

Pope, Hardwicke, Christie, Schell, Kelly & Taplett

Olivia Power

Mike Rankin

Kathy & Michael Roemer

Sherry & Richard Ruddell

Jay Sandelin

Jane Schlansker

Brandy Schwarz

Karen & Mike Scott

Christopher Shipman

Sushila & Rima Shrestha

Amanda & Tom Stallings

Andy Taft

Melissa Thompson

Susan Turner

ReillyJo & Greg Wescott

Scioscia & Councilmember Jared Williams, PhD

AMBASSADOR - $250+

Tamara V. Albury

David Bakutis

Andrea Ballard

Stephani Biggs

Florence Salazar Bruner

Liz Carrillo, DrPH

Karla Cate

*Three-year sustaining member

PATRON - $3,500+

Becky Renfro Borbolla & Henry Borbolla

Higginbotham Community Fund at the

North Texas Community Foundation

Hilltop Securities, Inc.

Kelly Hart & Hallman LLP

Southside Bank

PARTNER - $1,000

David Allen

Karen & Larry Anfin

Jane & Tom Bass

Rachel Jenkins & Baer Bradford

Mr. & Mrs. L.O. Brightbill, III

Meg & Chris Dufour

Mae Ferguson

Sara & Philip Fishbane

Paul Geisel, PhD

Aubrey Gideon

Girl Scouts of Texas Oklahoma Plains

Becky Haskin

Huitt-Zollars

Greg Irwin

Cindy & Roland Johnson

Vanessa & Rich Lowe

Lori & Brad Mahon

Rachel Malone

Ann Rice & Pat Miller

ONCOR

Pinnacle Bank

Republic Title of Texas

JJ & Chris Cawelti

Hon. William B. Churchill

Dana Cochran

Dallas Dijon Sister Cities (1957)

Jeanelle & Quinton Davis

Mary Margaret Davis

Teresa & Allen Dunaway

Christy & Jeff Dyer

Staussa Ervin, EdD

Ashley Freer

H. Winston Fuller, Jr.

Sherri Glaser

Debbie Griffith

Mary Helen Ibarra Hill

Jay P. Horn

Andrew K. Johnsen

Luke A. Jones

Mila Jones

Roswitha Knoop

Bill Kramer

Karla Lopez

Claudine Marion

Estela Martinez-Stuart

Carol & Richard Minker

Wanda Murphy

Paul Pass

Lyn & Brad Patterson

Hon. Bertrand L. Pelletier

Project Partners

David Reeves & Joseph Ramirez

Nancy L. Rash

Tony Roberts, PhD

Sally Sims

Robert Sturns

Kimberly Teschendorf

"Van" & Cecelia Van Donselaar

Beth Weibel

Dennis Weibel, DDS

Kristin Sullivan & Mitch Whitten

Maria Wollmann

Laura Wood, PhD

Kristin Vinson Wright

FRIEND - $100+

Ed Augustat

Una Bailey

Tom Brents

Pat Cappelletti

Tanisia Castillo-Queppet

Mrs. John R. Coulborn

Anne & George Cude

Marsha Ghormley Cutler

Margo Dean

Lorraine Deitchman

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph K. Dulle

Nancy Fitzgerald

Jerry Jordan

Chuck Lamb

Carol Robertson Lopez

Janine & Howard Lund

Makio Nishida

Nolan Family

2021
MEMBERS CIRCLE OF GIVING

Mary B. Pencis

Red Oak Realty

Gail & Seymour Roberts

Barbara Ryon

Marie Schein

Renée Snoke

Southlake Sister Cities

Henry Tincup

Michal & William Tincup

Tran Trong

Dr. Tamás & Jutka Ungar

Barb Walker

Patricia Wooley



CONNECT GLOBALLY
ENDOWMENT

In September 2021, to ensure the continuation of our award-

winning programs, Fort Worth Sister Cities International

launched the Connect Globally Endowment for International

Relations with a goal of $1 million. 

FOUNDING MEMBERS

AMBASSADOR - $25,000+

Frank Tilley & Connie Beck

in memory of James & Janeyl Beck and 

Gordon & Mable Tilley




Rae & Michael S. Hyatt




The Yamagata Foundation 

in memory of Elaine & Tadashi Yamagata

MINISTER - $5,000+

Marsha & Barclay Berdan

Becky Renfro Borbolla & Henry Borbolla

Sherri & Johnny Campbell

Michaela Cromar

Mae Ferguson & Matt Graves

Claudine & Greg Jackson

Anne & Bob Jameson

Cindy & Roland Johnson

Sally & Jeff King

Veronica Chavez Law & Tom Law, Jr.

Lori & Brad Mahon

Ann Rice & Pat Miller

Mary Palko

Libby Watson

Terri & Gary West



GRANTS

The Alcon Foundation & Partnerships 

Amon G. Carter Foundation 

Community Foundation of North Texas

DONORS

Joe Ayala

Doris Becker

Stephen Blan

Carrie Naal Bockman

Sian Borne

Tom Brents

Anjie Butler

Pat Cappelletti

Hon. William Churchill

Dana Cochran

Michaela Cromar

Staussa Ervin, EdD

Stephanie Etter

Ashley Freer

Gwen Genius

Sherri Glaser

Shanna Granger

Patricia Healy

Jerry Jordan

Pat Miller

LA Moncrief

Karen Myers

Kevin O'Donnell

Donna Parker

Michael Parker

Heidi Kay Begay

Eva Beluska

Zarina Blankenbaker, PhD

Bonnell’s

Eva Bonilla

Becky Renfro Borbolla

Paola Bowman

Boys & Girls Club of Greater Tarrant County

Dimanche Brewer

Commissioner Roy Brooks

Baldwin Brown

Flo Bruner

Dawnelle Butler

Brian Byrd

Capital Grille

Carlo Capua

Rachael Capua, EdD

Nelcy Cardenas

Karla Cate

Joshua Cauthen

Abel Cerros

Chadra Mezza & Grill

Laurel Champagne

Classic Wine Storage

Club Pilates

The Culinary School of Fort Worth

Cameron Cushman

Jeff Davis

Roger-Mark De Souza

Rachel DeLira

Barb & Tom Dolny

Xavier Douais

Meg & Chris Dufour

MaryAnn Means-Dufrene & Matt Dufrene

Liam Evans

Staussa Ervin, EdD

Councilman Carlos Flores

Fort Worth Botanic Garden

Fort Worth Museum of Science and History

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge

Fort Worth Running Company

Fort Worth Youth International

Fort Worth Zoo

Katherine Gallardo

Amber & Wesley Gentle

Georgetown University

Pamela & Stephen Gilchrist

Cristina Ruiz-Goodwin & Will Goodwin, DDS

Grace

Shanna Granger

Victoria & Blair Hancock

Hao & Dixya

The Harper

Mary Helen Hill

Hillwood

Hilde Horchler

Hotel Drover

Rae & Michael S. Hyatt

Melissa & Jamey Ice

Greg Jackson

Japan Society

Rachel Jenkins

Vicki Pierce

Vonne Powell

Lee Rogers

The Round Table

Priya Stamper

Laurie Stelljes

Britt Stokes

Camille Thomason

Carlela & Andy Vogel

Denise Wilkerson

Alistair Young

IN-KIND SUPPORT

6th Ave Homes

AC Hotel

Krista A. Forsgren & Robert B. Ahdieh

Ana Alba

Tamara Albury

Chelsea & Ben Alexander

Amnesty International

Amon Carter Museum of American Art

Karen & Larry Anfin

Anime Frontier

Asahi Shuzo Sake Brewing Co.

Autobahn Porsche

Jane & John Avila

Teresa Ayala

Andrea Ballard

Nick Ballarini

Kenneth Barr

Afton Battle

Andrew Johnsen

Cindy Johnson

Norbert Käthler

Sheran Keyton

Kimbell Art Museum

Madison King

Kimberly Kowalski

Heather Kurima

Jay Kurima

Xavier Labaune

Kendall Lake

Veronica & Tom Law

Courtney & Damian Lewis

Will Lourcey

Ginny Mac

Melanie MacFarlane 

Rachel Malone

Nancy Marchant

Estela Martinez Stuart

Kim & Brian McCuistion

Shigeaki Meguro

Metroplex Magyar Cultural Circle

Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth

LA Moncrief

Rebecca & Steve Montgomery

Sarah Morton

Mrs. Renfro's

Reshma Niraula

Elizabeth & Will Northern

Northern Crain Realty

Omni Fort Worth Hotel

2021
SUPPORTERS

Skylar & Stephen O'Neal

Teresa Owings

Mayor Mattie Parker

Bertrand Pelletier

Charlie Powell

Olivia Power

Rahr & Sons Brewing Co.

Milena Razack

Reata

Ann Rice

Mary Robinson

Nyja & Richard Roby

Michael Roemer, PhD

Marianna Roscelli

Rubi Roy

Yvonne Rubenstein

Sanders Travel Centre

Brandy Schwarz, EdD, DPT

Karen & Mike Scott

Hillary Shepheard

Dennis Shingleton

Chris Shipman

Abbegael Smith

Amanda & Tom Stallings

Dániel Szabó

The Table Market

Andy & Dawn Taft

Tarrant County College Northwest

Three Danes Inn & Bakery

Susan Turner

UNT Health Science Center

Cora Valderas

Shelley Vaubois

Visit Fort Worth

Joshua Walker, PhD

Waters

ReillyJo & Greg Wescott

Western Hills High School ROTC

Scioscia & Councilman Jared Williams

Lindsay Wilson

Maria Wollmann

The Worthington Renaissance Fort Worth Hotel

The Worthy Co.

Kristin Vinson Wright

Ameera Zaman



Bob Bolen Award for Outstanding Board Leadership
Cindy Johnson

Eisenhower Award for Organizational Involvement
Medstar Mobile Healthcare

Volunteer of the Year
Milena Razack

Youth Volunteer of the Year
Reshma Niraula

LOCAL
AWARDS



U.S. China Sister Cities Youth Award (2014)

Innovation in Youth & Education (2010, 2003, 2002)

United Nations Peace Award for Most Positive City -

Top 5 Finalist (2010)

Volunteer of the Year: Shinichi Hara (2007)

Volunteer of the Year: Elaine Yamagata (2005)

Sister Cities 50th Anniversary Award (2005)

Innovation in Public Safety (2003)

Volunteer of the Year: Mary Palko (1999)

Special Achievement Awards in Education (1996)

Reader’s Digest Award for Best Overall Youth

Program (1991)

Sales and Marketing Executive Award (1990)

Neighborhood USA Award (1989)

Reader’s Digest Award for Best New Program and

Most Community Involvement (1988, 1986)

NATIONAL
AWARDS

Innovation in Arts & Culture (2020, 2010)

Best Overall Program (2019, 2017, 2011, 2009, 2007,

2003, 2001, 1998, 1992, 1990)

Youth Leadership Award: Will Lourcey (2019)

Innovation in Business & Trade (2018)

Ruth Hashimoto Award: Mary Palko (2018)

Chairman’s Award: Mary Palko and Carlo Capua (2018)

President’s Award: Mary Palko (2017, 2006)

Chairman’s Award: Mae Ferguson (2017, 2008)

Innovation in Humanitarian Assistance (2016, 2012,

2009, 2008, 2004)

Youth Leadership Award: Kalkidan Alemu (2016)

Ruth Hashimoto Award: Michael S. Hyatt (2016)

Youth Leadership Award: Bogdana Oliynyk (2014)



2021-22 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Committee: 
Chairman, Becky Renfro Borbolla, Mrs. Renfro’s

Chair Elect, Greg Jackson, Greg Jackson Law

Secretary, Jason Brown, Doss, Knight & Associates

Treasurer, Michaela Cromar, CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Past Chair/Nominating, Veronica Chavez Law, Brackett & Ellis

Development, Greg Jackson, Greg Jackson Law

Long Range Planning, Cindy Johnson

Exchanges & Outreach, Libby Watson

Marketing, Kristin Vinson Wright

Youth & Education, Jan Titsworth, Decalibron Consulting, LLC

At Large, Andrew Johnsen

Bandung, Indonesia – Staussa Ervin, EdD, MindPeace

Budapest, Hungary – Chris Shipman, GM Financial

Guiyang, China – Krista Forsgren, Trinity Valley School

Mbabane, Eswatini – Milena Razack

Nagaoka, Japan – Andrea Ballard, Sanders Travel Centre 

Nîmes, France – Mary Helen Hill, Fort Worth ISD

Reggio Emilia, Italy – Richard Roby III, Texas Amron & Nyja Roby, eXp Realty

Toluca, Mexico – Teresa Ayala, Texas Health Resources

Trier, Germany – LA Moncrief, L Marketing Collective

Board of Directors: 
Tamara Albury

David Allen

Florence Bruner

Liz Carrillo, DrPH

Michaela Cromar 

Michael Cuda

Jeanelle Davis

Jeff Davis

Jeff Dyer 

Robert Edwards

Kelley Eubanks 

Robert Fitzgerald 

Vishal Gandhi 

Shanna Cate Granger

Jay Horn 

Julie Johncox 

Tom Law, Jr. 

Rich Lowe 

Advisory Board: 
Lillie Biggins 

Bill Boecker 

Eva Bonilla 

L.O. Brightbill III 

Carlo Capua 

Richard Casarez 

Paul Geisel, PhD

Albon Head 

Doug Harman 

Rae Hyatt 

Greg Irwin 

Larry Lauer 

James Meintjes 

Richard D. Minker 

Mark Nurdin 

Lu Pham

Michael Roemer, PhD 

Jay Sandelin 

Walter Stucker

Greg Upp

Ex Officio: 
Dimanche Brewer

Commissioner Roy C. Brooks

David Gu

Rachel Jenkins

Anette Soto Landeros

Oscar Macaraeg

Jerry Moore

Reshma Niraula

Cloris Rangel

Chris Strayer

Robert Sturns

Valerie Washington

Staff: 
Mae Ferguson, President/CEO

Joseph Ramirez, Vice President/COO 

Beth Weibel, Director of Exchanges & Outreach

Danielle McCown, Exchanges & Outreach Manager

Amy Garcia, Operations Associate

City Council Liasions:
Bandung, Indonesia - Jared Williams, PhD 

Budapest, Hungary - Elizabeth Beck 

Guiyang, China - Carlos Flores 

Mbabane, Eswatini - Chris Nettles

Nimes, France - Michael Crain 

Nagaoka, Japan - Alan Blaylock

Reggio Emilia, Italy - Gyna Bivens 

Toluca, Mexico - Mattie Parker 

Trier, Germany - Leonard Firestone

Directors Emeriti:
Hilde Horchler

Mike Hyatt

Mary Palko

Chairs Cabinet:
Brian Barnard 

Kenneth Barr 

Michael Bennett 

Barclay Berdan 

Johnny Campbell 

Michael S. Hyatt 

Bob Jameson

Jeff King 

Veronica Chavez Law

Brad Mahon 

Bob Mitchell 

Mary Palko 

Ann Rice 

Jane Schlansker 

Rachel Malone

Pat Miller 

LA Moncrief

Olivia Power

Brandy Schwarz, EdD, DPT

Andy Taft 

Frank Tilley

Mitch Whitten


